
Appendix 1 - Primary Fair Access Protocol 2014/15 

 

Exceptions to the Infant Class Size Limit – 2014/15 
 
 
Section 1 of the SSFA 1998 limits the size of an infant class (i.e. a class in which the 
majority of children will reach the age of five, six or seven during the school year) to 
30 pupils per school teacher. 
 
However, the School Admissions (Infant Class Sizes) (England) Regulations 2012 
permit children to be admitted as exceptions to the infant class size limit. These 
children will remain an ‘excepted pupil’ for the time they are in an infant class or until 
the class numbers fall back to the current infant class size limit. The excepted 
children are:  
 

a) children admitted outside the normal admissions round with statements of 
special educational needs specifying a school;  

 
b) looked after children and previously looked after children admitted outside the 

normal admissions round;  
 

c) children admitted, after initial allocation of places, because of a procedural 
error made by the admission authority or local authority in the original 
application process;  

 
d) children admitted after an independent appeals panel upholds an appeal;  

 
e) children who move into the area outside the normal admissions round for 

whom there is no other available school within reasonable distance;  
 

f) children of UK service personnel admitted outside the normal admissions 
round;  

 
g) children whose twin or sibling from a multiple birth is admitted otherwise than 

as an excepted pupil;  
 

h) children with special educational needs who are normally taught in a special 
educational needs unit45 attached to the school, or registered at a special 
school, who attend some infant classes within the mainstream school.  
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